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FIGURE
REVIEW

by Charles Grant

AMONG THE CHIEF REASONS
for the tremendous increase in
interest in the ancient period —
among wargamers, that is — in
recent years is the availability of
the appropriate figures for fight-
ing in this most rewarding era.
Not least among the manufac-
turers whose figures have helped
materially in this is the firm of
GREENWOOD and BALL, whose

Mainly Gauls with an Egyptian soc-
ond from left. The alternative woapon
system of casting is shown - ons
having axe, the other the blade re-
moved to leave the spear or javelin

Garrison range of 25 mm. figures
has seen much service in many
an ancient conflict.

In the period with which we
are immediately concerned — say,
that ranging from 1000 B.C. to
500 A.D., give or take a year or
two — certain armies are more
popular than others, whether it
be from appearance or from war
game effectivencss points of
view, and three of these in the

Garrison range — Roman, Greek
and Persian — are blessed with a
very considerable number of
types. Naturally erough, Romans
there are in abundance and, as
with the others, comprise both
horse and foot, wilth the Prae-
torian Guard well represented.
The sturdy legionary with cloak
(see photograph) is a fine, busi-
ness-like chap, although, regret-
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ures in the series and is a highly-
detailed and well-designed little
figure.

If we can digress a little on the
Gauls, these include some splen-
did warriors, some being cast with
double weaponry, that is, the
weapon — a javelin or short spear
— i5 equipped with an axe blade,
so that a quick snip with a pair
of scissors can give the war-

tably, the not uncommon error of
having the spearhead of the pi-
lum thicker than the wooden
shaft (the reverse being the ac
tual case, in fact) is perpetuated.
This, however, can be rectified
by a little judicious work with a
file. Some of the auxiliaries are
also good figures, full of action,
particularly the javelinman with
animal skin head-dress. The ubi-
quitous eastern archer also fig

gamer just what he prefers, jave-
lin on francisca. One feature |
don’t altogether care for — and
this is a completely personal
thing — is the kind of 'head down’
attitude some of the figures have.
| much prefer the head-back po-
sition of the Roman javelin man
just mentioned. Still, the Gauls
arc a spectacular lot, and painted
with a little care in the charac
teristic gaudy patterns, will pro-

Lelt, difterent types of Greek hoplites -
lenian, Spartan and Boeotian, in differ-
ent fighting attitudes. Heading photos.
Persian general or officer and a Gaulish
cavalryman Roman eastern archer, Per.
sian  hight infantryman and Assyrian,
half-armoured, with long spear and
shiald.






